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October 1, 2021 
 
 
Dear Parents and Guardians, 
 
In the month of September, many schools across the state and country experienced difficulties associated with 
an internet challenge published on the social media platform “TikTok” that encouraged young people to engage 
in destructive and unsafe behavior. The trend is called “Devious Licks” with the word “devious” meaning 
“unacceptable” or “inappropriate” and “licks” being used as slang for “a quick theft or otherwise illegal act.” 
 
The September challenge encouraged students to vandalize public restrooms. It was reported on many media 
outlets that this led to widespread destruction in many public schools. Here in Hudson, we have been spared 
much of the more costly damage, but bags of soap and soap dispensers have been removed by students from 
bathrooms in our schools.    
 
Recently, the upcoming list of potential “devious licks” (which can be found below) has been posted online, and 
the behaviors on the list are more dangerous, more inappropriate, and outright criminal.  
Any student causing physical or psychological harm to a fellow student or staff member, related to these 
challenges, will be disciplined to the fullest extent possible under District Policy. Please note that some of these 
challenges are considered criminal actions and criminal charges, outside the purview of the School District, may 
be filed with the Hudson Police Department.   
For these reasons, we need your help! 
We ask that families partner with us by having conversations with their children about these trends, especially if 
they are allowed to operate their own social media accounts. The following advice is copied from Common 
Sense Media, a reputable site that offers a library of guidance for students and families about a range of topics 
on movies, television, technology and the internet.  
 
In an article guiding parents to learn about and address online challenges, such as “Devious Licks,” the 
organization recommends the following:  
 
Talk about it. Though we can't always be with our tweens and teens to prevent dangerous behavior, our words 
really can stay with them. Say, "If you ever want to do an internet challenge, check with me first." 
 
Get them to think. Help your kid think through the challenges and whether they're safe or have potential risks. 
Say, "Walk through each step and figure out where things could go wrong." 
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Acknowledge peer pressure. Today's kids think of internet 
personalities as their peers, so seeing kids on YouTube 
doing a challenge could influence your kid. Say, "Why do 
you want to do this? Is this a video of yourself that you 
really want out in the world?" 
 
Stay (somewhat) up to date. Ask your kid about what's 
happening in their lives when they're not distracted -- even 
when it seems like they don't want you to. Sometimes kids 
are more willing to talk about what's going on with other 
kids than with themselves, so pose questions about friends, 
school, and trends. Once the conversation is open, you can 
get a sense of what your kid thinks about the latest craze -- 
and if they're safe. Keep an open mind and intervene if 
you're concerned. Say, "Would you consider doing a viral 
stunt if someone asked you? Which ones would you do and not do?" 
 
Model responsible online habits. Some parents are the ones recording their kids taking these challenges, so 
make sure your involvement sends the message you intend. Today it might be harmless, but tomorrow it might 
be more dangerous. Help your kids make the distinction so they can stay safe. Say, "Let's do a funny challenge 
together, but we'll only film it if you want to, and we'll only share it with family." 
 
We appreciate everyone’s attention to this issue and hope that our community can respond collectively to 
demonstrate the very best of the values our district holds as a school community.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Marco C. Rodrigues 
Dr. Marco C. Rodrigues 
Superintendent of Schools 
 
Jason W. Medeiros  
Dr. Jason W. Medeiros 
Principal, Hudson High School 
 
Jeffrey T. Gaglione  
Mr. Jeffrey T. Gaglione 
Principal, Quinn Middle School 


